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the case of technical education, vocational entrepreneurship
training institutions in Zambia

Vitah Hanchoko
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Simangele Mkhwanazi

Shared school leadership and the development of teacher
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Potentials and Challenges in the Teaching of Multiplication and
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Neo Maseko

Reflections of tutor support sessions as teaching and learning
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Harold Herman
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Dennis Banda and Nawa Mwale
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The abstracts are sorted in the order they appear in the conference programme.

Sunday, 5 August 2018

KEYNOTE ADDRESS:

Harold Herman
Founding President of SACHES, 1991
Emeritus Professor of Comparative, International, Development Education at UWC

Comparative Education in Southern Africa since the establishment of SACHES in 1991

Monday, 6 August 2018

KEYNOTE ADDRESS:

Abbas Madandar Arani
Lorenstan Univesity, Iran

Global Education: Image and Voice of Africa at Iran’s School Textbooks

The purpose of this paper is to provide a brief answer to the question: “Does Africa (with emphasis on the experience of
Post-apartheid South Africa) have any voice within global education, forms of knowledge and policy discourses for the Middle
East (with emphasis on Iran).” This answer is related to one of 10 targets of “Sustainable Development Goal 4” that is
“Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship.” The paper included an analysis of 8 social studies textbooks
to determine the extent to which the above goal and its dimensions are emphasized in Iranian school textbooks. The present
article has the following sections: First, an introduction; Second, short glance on the social and political environment of Iran
during the past four decades (1979-2018); Third, the image of Africa in the Iranian school textbooks. The paper ends with a
conclusion.

Keywords: Global Education, School textbook, Sustainable Development, Iran, South Africa

Fumane Khanare
University of the Free State, khanarefp@ufs.ac.za
and
Lihle Ndlovu
University of KwaZulu-Natal, lihlendlovu955@gmail.com

Negotiating discourses through collage: Black teachers’ visual constructions of inclusive township schools

South African basic education has faced much structural transformation since the dismantling of apartheid, and yet remains
an exclusionary space. Despite a stated commitment to inclusive education in school policy nationally, lay discourses of
inclusive practices are highly contested. In these debates, black learners with various learning disabilities are often
represented in stigmatising ways; which affect their self-esteem and academic performance. This paper explores black
teachers’ constructions of inclusive schools at the township of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. The data analysed are drawn
from a collage project — a visual methodological tool wherein participants could provide their stories visually. We also draw
from teachers’ interpretations of their collages as a form of alternative analysis that assist in interpreting the collages. The
findings suggest teachers construct inclusive school discourses in interesting ways. They considered their work to be about
mitigating exclusionary practices in ways that enhance collectivism and harmony. Furthermore, rather than viewing inclusive
education as different, innovate, way of working, they consider inclusive education to simply be a re-naming of what they
have been doing anyway - Ubuntu - for as long as they can remember. So for black teachers, inclusive education is not a
‘new’ approach but seem to be a return to recognising and appreciating the role of community within education policy and
practice. On the basis of the foregoing, we argue that platforms need to be created wherein the academic space and ways in
which information and knowledge are presented become open to multiple forms of representation.

Madonsela PS, Ndlovu ZA and Brijlall D
University of KwaZulu-Natal, ndlovuz3@ukzn.ac.za
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Teaching and learning of trigonometry as emancipatory in schools in the global south

Keywords: teaching, learning, trigonometry, APOS theory

There can be little argument against the view that a major desire of many African nations today is to be technologically
developed. Such a desire makes sense since the wealth and strength of any nation is no longer dependent only on the
abundance of natural resources but more on the technological advancement of that nation (Ogbonnaya, 2011). Education
and mathematics competencies and skill have become the most central elements that impact on the development of any
nation, particularly in science and technology. In South Africa in particular, there tends to be an acute shortage of skilled
manpower in the field of science, engineering and technology (Maree, 2010). The fundamental importance of mathematics
to humans could be explained in terms of the interrelationship between mathematics and development of humans to
advance the cause of humans. In this paper we report on a qualitative study which explored the mental constructions made
by grade 12 learners when solving triangles in trigonometry. The study was carried out at a school in KwaZulu-Natal (n=30) in
South Africa. The data, which was collected from written responses of students to structured activity sheet consisting of
questions on three dimensional problems. The data were analysed using APOS theory. Findings emanating from the data
analysis informed a modification of the initial genetic decomposition which raised some didactical implications for basic
education, specifically for the learning and teaching of trigonometry. Our experience is that grade twelve learners have
severe challenges when working with three dimensional problems. In South Africa, the situation is very critical; there is so
much evidence of students’ poor performance in mathematics (Makgato, 2006). A recent survey of topics in mathematics
that learners find difficult to learn shows that most learners find a number of topics in mathematics difficult to learn
particularly trigonometric rules (Atagana, Mogari, Kriek, Ochonogor, Ogbonnaya, & Makwakwa, 2009). This study is therefore
absolutely relevant in attempting to address these shortcomings.




